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such that the ship and its pinnace were shaken as if they
were laid on dry land. Nevertheless, when this terror was
passed, they had reason to congratulate themselves on their
choice of a resting place, for they found here abundance of
fish, fresh water, and firewood, " besides monkeys and
alargartoes" (alligators, really caimans, see p. 40).

On their way across the Gulf of Panama they had
captured and plundered one more Spanish ship from China
sailing to Peru. She was laden with linen, silks, and
porcelain, and amongst other valuable things contained a
falcon of wrought gold with a great emerald set in its
breast. From the Island of Canes, off the Panama Isth-
mus, they sailed, without stopping at any port, until they
reached Huatulco on the southern coast of Mexico. Here
they helped themselves by force to a large supply of
bread, and a pot, the size of a bushel in bigness, full of
silver dollars, together with a chain of gold, and some
jewels, which they took from the persons of the unhappy
Spaniards whom they arrested in their flight out of the
town. From southern Mexico they sailed without stop-
ping till they reached the forty-second degree of north
latitude, and then, although it was the beginning of June,
the weather changed abruptly from warmth to biting cold,
so that the very ropes of the ship were stiff and the rain
changed into sleet. The Golden Hinde continued never-
theless to sail northwards till she reached the forty-eighth
degree of latitude, and here so severe was the cold that
Drake turned the ship about and sailed back to more
southern latitudes. In other words, he turned his ship
round just before he might have sighted the great strait
discovered many years later, and named Juan de Fuca.1
In the seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries this

i See p. 75.